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Janez Potočnik, 

European Commissionner for the Environment, at ESPC1

• 1991: EU Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive & EU Nitrates Directive
• 2013: 1st European Sustainable Phosphorus Conference (ESPC1):

   declaration for the launch of a European Phosphorus Platform
• European Commission Consultative Communication on sustainable phosphorus use
• 2024: revised EU Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (2024/3019):

   ‘Phosphorus reuse & recycling rates’ to be defined within 3 years

https://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/activities/conference/epsc?view=article&id=2425
https://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/images/download/Joint_declaration.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/eng/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52013DC0517
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2024/3019/oj/eng
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Critical Raw Materials

• 2014: “Phosphate Rock” added to 
EU Critical Raw Materials list COM(2014)297

• 2015: 1st EU Circular Economy Action Plan 
COM(2015)614
“Recycled nutrients are a distinct and important category 
of secondary raw materials …”

• 2017: “Phosphorus” (meaning P4) added to 
EU Critical Raw Materials list COM(2017)490

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0297&from=EL
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52015DC0614
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0490
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• 2019/2020: EU Green Deal COM(2019)640

Farm-to-Fork Strategy COM(2020)381

& Biodiversity Strategy COM(2020)380 
fix targets to reduce nutrient losses by -50%
whilst ensuring no deterioration in soil fertility

• 9/2024: the Green Deal is confirmed 
in mandates to new EU Commissioners

• 2020: United Nations 
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework
-> reduce nutrient losses by -50%

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2019%3A640%3AFIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590404602495&uri=CELEX%3A52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52020DC0380
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en
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November 2024: (recast) EU Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD) 2024/3019
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202403019  

 Art. 20: “combined reuse and recycling rates” for phosphorus from sewage and sludge 
to be fixed within 3 years

 feasibility study on N reuse and recovery will be engaged (by 2033).

Input to ESPP’s proposals: 
www.phosphorusplatform.eu/regulatory

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202403019
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202403019
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202403019
http://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/regulatory
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European States with P-recycling obligations
Switzerland
• 2016 VVEA (waste act), Art 15, makes 

phosphorus recycling becomes obligatory by 2026 
from sewage sludge incineration ash* and meat and bone meal ash
* Switzerland banned land use of sewage biosolids in 2006 

Germany
• 2017 AbfKlärV (sewage sludge regulation): 

phosphorus recycling from sewage becomes obligatory
- by 2029 / 2032 years for all WWTPs > 100 000 P.E. / 50 000 P.E. 
if sewage sludge P > 2% of dry matter

Austria
• 13th May 2024 AVV Abfallverbrennungsverordnung

phosphorus recycling becomes obligatory by 2033 
for WWTP >20 000 P.E. 
from sewage (>60% recovery of wwtp inflow) or sludge ash (>80% recovery)

Under discussion
• Denmark, Sweden, Baltic …

https://www.bmk.gv.at/themen/klima_umwelt/abfall/recht/vo/abfallverbrennung.html
https://www.news.admin.ch/index.html?lang=fr
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European Sustainable Phosphorus Platform:
A decade of action
Legal entity: not-for-profit association 
 transparency: 
     - statutes are public
     - EU Transparency Register
 clear decision making
 representation of members
100% membership funded 
  credibility, independence
  long term engagement
  not short-term R&D funding cycles
  not fickle government subsidies
60+ paying members
  balance between interests and industries

https://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/platform/about-espp
https://transparency-register.europa.eu/search-register-or-update/organisation-detail_en?id=260483415852-40
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Functioning Nutrient Platforms

ESPP (European Sustainable Phosphorus Platform) 2014
www.phosphorusplatform.eu 

Netherlands 2010 http://www.nutrientplatform.org/

Germany 2015 www.deutsche-phosphor-plattform.de

Italy: 2023 https://www.piattaformaitalianafosforo.it/en/who-we-are.html 

North America Sustainable Phosphorus Alliance (SPA) 2017
(launched as NAPPS in 2015) https://phosphorusalliance.org/ 

Japan PCPR 2011 (Phosphorus Recycling Promotion Council)

http://www.phosphorusplatform.eu/
http://www.nutrientplatform.org/
http://www.deutsche-phosphor-plattform.de/
http://www.deutsche-phosphor-plattform.de/
http://www.deutsche-phosphor-plattform.de/
http://www.deutsche-phosphor-plattform.de/
http://www.deutsche-phosphor-plattform.de/
https://www.piattaformaitalianafosforo.it/en/who-we-are.html
https://www.piattaformaitalianafosforo.it/en/who-we-are.html
https://www.piattaformaitalianafosforo.it/en/who-we-are.html
https://www.piattaformaitalianafosforo.it/en/who-we-are.html
https://www.piattaformaitalianafosforo.it/en/who-we-are.html
https://phosphorusalliance.org/
http://www.nutrientplatform.org/
http://www.phosphorusplatform.eu
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ESPP is made possible by our 60+ members

Chris Thornton, ESPP info@phosphorusplatform.eu

mailto:info@phosphorusplatform.eu
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