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info@phosphorusplatform.eu

De: info@phosphorusplatform.eu
Envoyé: mercredi 20 avril 2022 14:55
À: 'director@organicseurope.bio'
Cc: 'eric.gall@organicseurope.bio'; Hermann, Ludwig - Proman; Mathilde Calmels; Bünemann-König 

Else K; 'Bram Moeskops (bram.moeskops@ifoam-eu.org)'; 'Speiser Bernhard'; 'Loes, Anne-Kristin  
- Norsok'

Objet: recycled nutrient products in Organic Farming in Europe
Pièces jointes: 1 Proposed addition struvite & calcined P to Organic Farming Reg v9_12_21 updated 14_4_

22.pdf; 2 Proposed new recycled nutrient materials for Organic Farming v9_12_21 updated 14_4_
22.pdf

Dear Mr. Cucuo, 
 
On 17th June 2020, ESPP signed, with yourself for IFOAM-Europe, a joint letter to the European 
Commission supporting the inclusion of struvite and calcined phosphates into the annexes of the Organic 
Farming Regulation. 
 
These two materials are now integrated into the EU Fertilising Products Regulation (under CMC12 and 
CMC13 respectively, published in the Official Journal here).  To our understanding, the inclusion of 
recovered struvite into the Organic Farming Regulation is now slowly progressing, but apparently not the 
inclusion of recovered calcined phosphates. 
 
We today ask IFOAM to renew your action in favour of recycled nutrients and to request DG AGRI 
(in addition to progressing on struvite) to move forward on calcined phosphates, and to engage 
consideration of inclusion of certain other additional recycled nutrient materials. 
 
The war in Europe, as you are aware, has brought food and fertiliser supply to the headlines. This 
emphasises the need to address the output gap for Organic Farming in order to ensure that the Farm-to-
Fork objective of 25% Organic is compatible with concerns on food security. 
 
In 2020, you suggested that we cooperate with FiBL to look at which other recycled nutrient products could 
be considered ‘compatible’ with Organic Farming principles in addition to struvite and calcined phosphates. 
On FiBL’s request, we obtained 23 detailed fact sheets on different recycled nutrient materials from 
producers of the materials, transmitted to FiBL in December 2020. In September 2021 FiBL published the 
document “Reflections on the acceptability of recycled P fertilisers for European organic agriculture”. This 
addresses some of the materials in the factsheets submitted, but only recycled phosphorus materials (not 
other recycled nutrients). It was then requested to ESPP to prepare precise “wording” proposals for 
inclusion into the Organic Farming Regulation annexes of those recycled nutrient materials compatible with 
the principles outlined in this document, with wordings based on the existing texts of the Organic Farming 
Regulation and of the Fertilising Products Regulation. We prepared two documents, sent to IFOAM and 
FiBL 9th December 2021, on which we have had no reply to date: (1) addressing recovered struvite & 
recovered calcined phosphates, (2) covering recovered elemental sulphur, bio-sourced adsorbents, 
pyrolysis materials & biochars, algae / algae derived products, recovered vivianite. 
 
In addition to the materials addressed in (2), we propose to add nitrogen salts recovered from off-gases, in 
that these are now included into CMC15 of the EU Fertilising Products Regulation (here). ESPP member 
DUCTOR has recently obtained US Organic Farming registration for a recovered nitrogen product (ESPP 
eNews n°63). 
 
We hope that IFOAM will today consider: 
 

- to work with ESPP, and your network of relevant experts, to adjust and agree the attached 
documents (“1 Proposed addition struvite & calcined P to Organic Farming Reg“ and “2 Proposed 
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new recycled nutrient materials for Organic Farming”), in order to propose further recycled nutrient 
materials for Organic Farming; 
 

- to open discussion on recovered nitrogen products (FPR CMC15); 
 

- to then jointly request, with ESPP, that DG AGRI engage actions to include into the Organic 
Farming Regulation annexes those materials listed which you consider compatible with Organic 
Farming principles, including recovered precipitated phosphates and recovered calcined 
phosphates, including precise wording proposals (taking as a starting point the attached joint 
documents). 
 

We would be happy to discuss this further with you and look forward to hearing from you 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Ludwig Hermann, President of ESPP 

***********************************************************
European Sustainable Phosphorus Platform (ESPP)
www.phosphorusplatform.eu  
Tweet: @phosphorusfacts
Secretariat : Chris Thornton
Tel +33 474 93 07 93
Mobile +33 680 72 70 75
info@phosphorusplatform.eu  
EU Transparency Register n° 260483415852-40 
**************************************   
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