
 

Cabinet of the Flanders Minister for Public Works, Energy, Environment and Nature, Brussels 
17th April 2009 

Subject: Request for VLAREA use certificate - file number: 2573 

Dear,  

Pursuant to Article 4.1.1, §2 of the VLAREA (Flemish regulations on the sustainable management of 
material cycles and waste) I decide on your application for the annual use of 150 tonnes of struvite 
(magnesium ammonium phosphate) as secondary raw material or as a fertilizer or soil conditioner. 

Whereas the dossier was declared admissible and complete 3 April 2009; 

Whereas the company has the required environmental permits; 

Whereas the additives used do not contain harmful components in the production process; 

Whereas analysis of the levels of heavy metals, dry matter, organic matter and pH were carried out 
to assess the struvite; that these parameters should be monitored further; 

Whereas struvite meets the composition requirements on maximum levels for contaminants (sub 
appendix 4.2.1.A of VLAREA); 

Whereas not analyzed parameters should not occur in the struvite; that in case of future emergency 
then measures will be taken so that the struvite cannot be used in the agriculture; OVAM must be 
immediately informed if part of the struvite does not meet the requirements; 

Whereas OVAM only assessed environmental and hygiene aspects of the use of struvite; 

 

A certificate is issued to NV Agristo, Waterstraat 40 to 8531 Harelbeke (Hulste) for the use for the 
annual use of 150 tonnes of struvite as secondary raw material or as a fertilizer or soil conditioner for 
a period of 5 years. 
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The following conditions must be met: 

- The struvite should at least annually by sampled and analysed by an accredited laboratory.  The 
following parameters should be analysed: 
  - heavy metals: As, Cd, there, Cu, Hg, Pb, Zn and Ni 
  - dry matter, pH and organic matter; 

- The holder of the certificate of use shall ensure that the necessary analyses are communicated to 
the user; 

- The holder of the certificate of use will keep a register pursuant to Article 6.2 .1 of VLAREA. Records 
must be kept available on site for 5 years of supervisory officials. 

 

The Certificate of Use and the relevant articles of the VLAREA are attached. 

 

Under Article 19 of the consolidated laws on the Council of State it is drawn to your attention that 
you can file a cancellation action against this decision before the Council of State. The appeal for 
cancellation must be submitted within a period of sixty days from the date of notification of this 
decision, in accordance with the rules laid down in Article 1 to 4 of the royal decree of August 23, 
1948 governing the administration of justice in the administration department of the Council of 
State. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Flanders Minister for Public Works, Energy, Environment and Nature. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Flanders Public Waste Agency (OVAM) – Use Certificate 

 

1° FILE NUMBER: 2573 
 

2 ° HOLDER: 

NV Agristo 
Waterstraat 40 
8531 HAREL BEKE (Hulste) 

 3 ° NAME SECONDARY RAW MATERIAL + production process / work: 

 Struvite (magnesium ammonium phosphate), derived from waste water treatment. 
The annual amount is 150 tonnes. 

  4 ° TYPE OF USE: 

 Use in or as a fertilizer or soil conditioner. 

  5 ° CONDITIONS OF USE: 

 The struvite can be used: 

- As a fertilizer or soil improver provided that the amounts administered on the soil does not affect 
the quality of soil, surface and groundwater, taking into account the nutritional needs of the plants. 
The maximum allowable dosage of soil pollutants is given in Annex 4.2.1.B of VLAREA. The use is only 
permitted if also respects the applicable federal requirements for fertilizers and soil improvers, and 
the decree of December 22, 2006 on the protection of water against pollution by nitrates from 
agricultural sources (Manure Decree); 

- in fertilizer or soil improver provided the dose is based on the technical characteristics of the 
struvite and technical requirements of the fertilizer or soil conditioner. The use is only allowed on 
condition that also met with the applicable federal requirements for fertilizers and soil improvers. 

If the holder of the struvite has information, which might lead to decide that part of the secondary 
raw materials no longer qualify for the intended purpose, they shall inform the OVAM forthwith.    

6° VALIDITY:  

The use certificate is valid for five years from the date of signature. 

Brussels. 17th April 2009 
Flanders Minister for Public Works, Energy, Environment and Nature, 
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Federal Public Service for Health, Food Chain Safety and the Environment 
Fertilisers sector 
3rd December 2009 

Subject : exemption 

Madame, Sir, 

In response to your request of 15/07/2009 and in accordance with the requirements of Article 5-1 ° 
of the Royal Decree of January 7, 1998 on the marketing of fertilizers, soil improvers and growth 
substrates, 

the product: magnesium ammonium phosphate 

is admitted under number: 

                                                                                       EM0 67.A 

as fertilizer (s) 

 

For: AGRISTO N .V., ATERSTRAAT 40, 531 HARELBEKE-HULSTE 
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                                                                                                                 Exemption number.     EM067.A      2/3 

 

DESCRIPTION AND REQUIREMENTS  

TYPE DESIGNATION: 

Magnesium ammonium phosphate (struvite). 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Pure product composed of magnesium ammonium phosphate (struvite or MgNH4P04.6H20) from 
waste water treatment of a potato processing plant. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

- At least 5% ammonium nitrogen. 

- At least 8% P205 soluble in neutral ammonium citrate. 

 

TERMS OF USE AND CONDITIONS OF PACKAGING  
 

- FORMULATION TYPE: solid (powder - granules). 
- PACKING: Sealed packages - in bulk. 

 

ENTRIES FOR THE LABEL 

- Fertilizer; 

- Type designation (see above); 

- The following to ensure essential qualities (in mass percentage): 

* Ammonium nitrogen (N); 

* Phosphorus (P205) soluble in neutral ammonium citrate; 

* Optional: magnesium oxide (MgO) soluble in mineral acid; 

- Usage and dose descriptions; 

- Net weight; 

- Name and address of the holder of the exemption; 

 

- Optional: 
- date of manufacture - expiration date 
- specific data on storage. 



 

                                                                                                                  Exemption number.     EM067.A   3/3 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS: 

Without prejudice to the provisions mentioned in K. B. on 07/01/1998, formulation type, the 
chemical and physical properties as well as the origin and purity of the raw materials correspond to 
the information provided in or with the application. 

The State cannot be held responsible for any accident that might occur through the use of the 
product for which this exemption has been delivered. It is granted without prejudice to the 
arrangements regarding the manufacture and the use of toxic or harmful substances. 

 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR THE EXTENSION: 

At least two months before the end of the period (see below) submitting an application for renewal, 
accompanied by the following elements: 
- A sample label; 
- Two analysis reports (from samples taken at two different times through the years) the levels of 
ammonium nitrogen, phosphorus soluble in neutral ammonium citrate and magnesium oxide soluble 
in mineral acid. 
- Two analyzes which demonstrate the purity of the product (XRD spectrum). 

The fee paid to the Fund for raw materials and products will remain valid until 31/12/2014. 

 

 

This exemption is nontransferable. 

It is valid from 03/12/2009 until 31/12/2010. 

An application for renewal must be submitted at least two months before the expiration date. 

This exemption must on request to the deputies of the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food be 
submitted on site.  

Any modification of the information communicated in order to obtain this exemption must be 
immediately communicated to the competent department. 

This exemption supersedes any possible previous waiver concerning this product. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

GUELTON O. 
               Head of Department a.i. 



 

Federal Public Service for Health, Food Chain Safety and the Environment 
Fertilisers sector 
3rd December 2009 

Dear, 

I hereby deliver your exemption EM067.A for magnesium ammonium phosphate (struvite), from the 
effluent of your business. 

I ask you to note carefully that in the attached document page 2 can be found under the heading 
"Entries for the label” a list of information that must be included in the label / accompanying 
documentation. 

I also draw your attention to the section "Special conditions for renewal" (p. 3). The current 
exemption is valid until 31 December 2010. In order to extend the exemption beyond that date you 
must submit an application for renewal, together with the requested information, in particular: 

- a sample label, 
- two analysis reports (from samples taken at two different times through the year) showing 

the levels of ammonium nitrogen, phosphorus soluble in neutral ammonium citrate and 
magnesium oxide soluble in mineral acids, 

- two analyzes which confirm the purity of the product. 

Finally, I note that sometimes in the literature the abbreviation "MAP” is used for magnesium 
ammonium phosphate. However, this abbreviation is often used for the product mono ammonium 
phosphate. To avoid confusion, I urge you to avoid using the acronym MAP for struvite. 

 

The Head of department Olivier 
GUELTON 
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